. This collection does not deliver quite as much as its title might lead one to expect. There are three sections, each with multiple distinguished authors: (1) Molecular and membrane basis of anaesthesia, (2) Effects of anaesthesia on the respiratory system, (3) Cardiac and circulatory effects on anaesthesia. The latter two sections will probably be more widely read by practising anaesthetists than the first as their contents should find more immediate application. One is puzzled how the three diverse areas covered were chosen while other systems (e.g. endocrine, gastrointestinal) were omitted. I hope a companion volume is in preparation.
. BRIAN HORAN St. Vincent's Hospital, Darlinghurst, N.S. W. 2010 Anesthesia and Coronary Artery Surgery; Sait Tarhan, editor; Year Book Publishers, Inc.; CIG Medishield, 11 Khartoum Road, North Ryde, N.S.W.; $138.00; pp. 381; 185x260. This fine book is the product of a collaborative effort by present and past staff members of the Mayo Medical School. It is more than a dissertation on 'how we do it at the Mayo Clinic' -it is a wellpresented, very readable and very complete text on anaesthesia, and its widest implications, for what has become easily the most commonly performed major operation not only in the U .S.A. but also in this country. It is particularly pleasing to note a balanced presentation in the chapters on anaesthetic management -one has become weary of texts strongly advocating one technique or another for reasons apparently based on arguments which are hardly rational or scientific.
Although this book has over twenty contributors, Sait Tarhan has managed to bring them together with an unusual degree of co-ordination and, on the whole, has avoided tiresome repetition or inclusion of obscurities and irrelevancies. One criticism can be directed at the illustrations -most are excellent but a small number are disappointing in terms of quality, definition and size, features which often detract from Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 14, No. 3, August. 1986 the otherwise very readable text. There is also a disappointing but not surprising lack of emphasis on the conduct of cardiopulmonary bypass perfusion during coronary artery surgery, an area which is still sadly neglected in most American texts on the conduct of anaesthesia and surgery for open-heart procedures.
Despite these criticisms, this book should be welcomed as an excellent addition to our anaesthesia literature and can be highly recommended for purchase by all anaesthetists and trainees involved in the care of patients undergoing coronary artery surgery. RICHARD Edition of this book has been expanded with further information since the original 11O-page issue in 1981, which coincided with the release of isoflurane for clinical use in North America. In this edition, Professor Eger has continued his original format, reviewing the properties of isoflurane and comparing its actions with other modern inhalational agents. He has drawn on several hundred publications on isoflurane, the Isoflurane New Drug Application to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, and unpublished data and concepts from other investigators. The result is an excellent review in fifteen chapters covering history, physical and chemical properties, MAC, uptake and distribution, effects on the various physiological systems, metabolism of the agent, delivery and conduct of anaesthesia, and experience with isoflurane. In addition, Professor Eger has included much useful comparative information on halothane, enflurane and methoxyflurane.
The book is written in the lucid and readable style we have come to know from Dr. Eger. There are numerous tables and graphs, all of which have been drawn or redrawn in a similar style, using data from the various articles reviewed.
This book will be of particular interest to trainees but is also a most valuable work for the education of more senior anaesthetists in the properties and use of isoflurane, now claimed to be the most widely used potent inhaled anaesthetic agent in North America, and now released in this country. 160x240. Although describing itself as a basic nursing text for the recovery room, the predominantly North American authorship and emphasis of this book may limit some of its usefulness in Australasia.
JOHN VONWILLER
It is apparent that there are major differences in the degree of responsibility given to recovery room staff in this country and the United States. A large component of this book is taken up with the discussion of quite detailed management decision and pharmacological therapy with little involvement by the anaesthetist. Perhaps because of this, some of the more fundamental cornerstones of postoperative management fail to be adequately highlighted and may give a false impression of management priorities. Thus, inadequate attention is paid to the care of the airway, basic ventilation, the time to call for assistance and the day-to-day practicalities of . pain relief.
With the understanding that the book is not a basic text, as intended, its contents are informative and interesting. In particular, it gives a much-needed, sympathetic treatment to what is often an administratively undervalued yet stressful nursing care area.
The book is divided into three sections dealing with general care, patients requmng special consideration, and administration. A series of appendices is provided, made up of standard tables and American Heart Association emergency protocols.
With the exception of cardiac surgery, most surgical specialties are covered, including day-stay recovery and the use of the recovery room for special procedures such as ECT, cardioversion and diagnostic nerve blocks. The text is clear and readable although many chapters could have benefited from graphical illustration.
This book could not be recommended as a basic text, but for the already experienced it provides an ongoing stimulus for further education, and on balance is a worthwhile addition to the recovery room.
D. C. GALLETL Y Wellington Hospital, Wellington, New Zealand Kamiski has done a superb job in editing and in organising each chapter to include basic knowledge, detailed discussion and practical clinical correlations.
The first four chapters provide the scientific foundation for the rest of the book, which is broadly divided into three sections -general principles and techniques of parenteral and enteral nutrition, their application to particular clinical problems, and a review of administrative aspects of nutrition services.
Some individual chapters such as 'Nutritional Support in Gut Problems facing the Surgeon' and 'Nutritional Support of the Paediatric Patient' are excellent.
I can highly recommend this book to anyone with a particular interest in parenteral and enteral nutrition, bearing in mind two comments. The first is that the book is a reference text, which includes the practical material we have been used to seeing in the past, rather than a 'how-to-do-it' manual, and the second is that Kaminski's obvious enthusiasm for the subject comes across throughout the book, from his Introduction, which includes sections on 'The Right to a Useful Existence' and 'The Right to a Trial of Hyperalimentation', to the end. 160x240. This book reports proceedings of the First International Workshop on patient-controlled analgesia (or on-demand analgesia as it has also previously been known) held under the auspices of the European Academy of Anesthesiology.
It consists of a collection of papers presented at the workshop, each being followed by a primary discussant paper and a summary of open discussion. Subjects covered include the theoretical and practical requirements for patient-controlled analgesia systems, descriptions of the several different types of apparatus available (ODAC, Cardiff Palliator etc.), patient characteristics influencing pain relief, comparison of the different routes of administration (intravenous, intramuscular or oral), and an
